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Dear Friends, 
 As you may have heard, after months of the suspension of public celebrations of Holy Mass, Bishop Murry, in 
discussion with the Ohio Bishops, have determined that our celebration of Sunday Mass can resume on Pentecost 
Sunday, May 30/31, 2020. Public daily Mass can begin once again on Memorial Day, May 25, 2020. We have longed for 
the Eucharist. What a fitting day to come back to Mass, on Pentecost, when we remember the birth, the beginning of our 
Church, when the Holy Spirit came upon the Church and gave them the courage and faith to spread the holy Gospel. 
 As we take these first steps in re-opening, there are some temporary adjustments that Fr. Michael Balash and the 
Directors of Worship throughout the State of Ohio have issued for all parishes. These guidelines take into consideration 
how to re-open while remaining pastorally sensitive to the people of God, as well as, preserving and respecting the 
powerful liturgical and sacramental symbolism of the Rites of Mass. Again, these are considered to be temporary until it 
is determined safe to return to normal circumstances. 
Dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass 
The Catholic faithful, who reside in the Diocese of Youngstown and all other Catholics in the diocese and especially those 
who are sick, or at high risk of becoming sick, continue to be dispensed from their Sunday obligation until further notice. 
The Easter Duty obligation is extended for a period of one year from the end of the Easter Season 2020. 
 

General Guidelines 
1. Understanding the desire of many to return to church, it remains important for those who are at greater risk to 
refrain from returning until such time they feel comfortable and confident to do so. 
2. Those who are symptomatic or who have been exposed to another with the virus within 14 days should not attend 
Mass in accordance with national, state and local health directives.  
  
  Here at St. Patrick's, we try our best to insure that the church and campus are clean and neat. We will sanitize the 
church pews, ambo, door handles and elevator after every liturgy. Holy water fonts will remain empty until further notice. 
Temporarily, hymnals will be removed and we will provide the congregation with a worship aid. 

 We will use two colors to designate pews for seating. This will rotate for each Mass. Immediate family and 
household units may sit together. 

 While not mandatory, worshipers may wear masks or face coverings. 

 Communion from the cup is suspended. 

 Families alone may hold hands during the Lord's Prayer and Sign of Peace. Otherwise, physical contact is 
suspended during the Lord's Prayer and Sign of Peace. During the Sign of Peace, a bow or other sign may be 
exchanged.     

 Appropriate spacing between individuals in the Communion Procession is to be maintained. (i.e. a distance of 
every other pew between those in line for Holy Communion).  

 Holy Communion is not to be distributed with gloves, nor may it be received in the hand with gloves. 

 Distribution of Holy Communion on the tongue—Out of pastoral necessity and urgency, those desiring to 
receive Holy Communion on the tongue are permitted to do so. In this instance, they are to be last in line and 
receive only from the priest.  

 There will be no Friday Liturgy of the Word and Communion service until further notice. 

 Dates for the celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation for the RCIA class, as well as, the Junior High 
Confirmation Class and First Holy Communion class will be made known in the near future. 

  

 I appreciate the patience of our community and look forward to celebrating the sacraments of the Church with 
all of you. 

       Have a good week everyone and God bless you, 
Fr. Mike 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Michael Swierz 
 Pastor 
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